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HEART OF THE LAKES ACTIVE TRAVEL INFRASTRUCTURE 

STRATEGY 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to consider the Heart of the Lakes Active 
Travel Infrastructure Strategy, and allow the opportunity to provide 
feedback. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 By preparing an Active Travel Strategy for the Heart of the Lakes 
strategic corridor, and working to achieve the delivery of cycling and 
walking infrastructure within the corridor, the Council will be meeting 
the following Council Plan priorities: 

➢ To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to 
be a child and grow up 

➢ To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally 

➢ To promote health and wellbeing, and tackle poverty 

➢ To protect and enhance Cumbria’s world class environment 

➢ To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 
transport network 

➢ To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs 

➢ To support older and vulnerable people to live independent and 
healthy lives 



 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 It is recommended that Members consider the Heart of the Lakes Active 
Travel Infrastructure Strategy, as attached at Appendix 1, and provide any 
feedback. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan (2022-2037) sets out the strategy 
for Active Travel in Cumbria, including committing to the establishment of 
comprehensive and high quality active travel networks, to increase the 
number of people walking and cycling in Cumbria, and to improve 
connectivity along strategic corridors which are aligned to the National Cycle 
Network.   

4.2 Working with partners including the Lake District National Park Authority, 
Sustrans, National Highways and Cumbria Tourism, the Council has 
committed to develop an Active Travel Infrastructure Strategy for each of the 
5 strategic corridors set out within the Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan 
– the first of these is for the Heart of the Lakes strategic corridor. 

4.3 The Heart of the Lakes corridor runs through the centre of the Lake District 
National Park and World Heritage Site and provides connectivity between 
Keswick, Grasmere, Ambleside, Windermere and Kendal.  

4.4 A Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure Strategy (2022 – 2037) has 
been developed. The focus of the Strategy is to promote opportunities for 
easy, safe and accessible walking, wheeling and cycling via key routes 
through the corridor. Where appropriate these routes may also be enjoyed 
by people undertaking equestrian pursuits. A public consultation was 
undertaken in Spring 2022 to outline emerging opportunities, and a positive 
response was received.  

4.5 Improvements to connectivity will transform parts of the existing National 
Cycle Network, by replacing sections which are on-road with new traffic free 
paths and quiet ways, filling gaps in provision. The existing NCN6 which 
runs through the corridor consists of a mix of on-road and off-road provision 
of varying quality and age, including sections where cyclists have to cycle on 
the busy A591.   

4.6 Improved routes will encourage visitors to stay longer and enjoy the area 
more sustainably, and will also benefit residents, encouraging more local 
trips by active travel modes bringing about health and wellbeing benefits. 



 

4.7 A number of infrastructure improvement projects have been identified for the 
Heart of the Lakes Corridor within the active travel infrastructure strategy, to 
better connect and extend the existing active travel network. Three of these 
proposals have been developed further through the ‘See More Lake District 
Cycling’ project, and prioritised for early delivery.  

4.8 The three projects will be put forward for funding from the Borderlands 
Inclusive Growth Deal via a business case which is currently in 
development. The projects are as follows: 

• Keswick to Threlkeld Extension 

• Thirlmere West Side 

• Grasmere to Dunmail Raise 
 

4.9 The proposals (and the Strategy itself) fall across both the two new unitary 
authority areas of Cumberland Council and Westmorland and Furness 
Council. The Strategy will also be considered by South Lakeland Local 
Committee, and will transfer into both new unitary authorities. Partner 
endorsement of the Strategy is also being sought. Further information on 
each scheme is provided within the Heart of the Lakes Active Travel 
Infrastructure Strategy.  

4.10 The Strategy will support the See More Lake District Cycling business case 
being submitted to Government. The delivery of further infrastructure 
proposals and aspirations outlined within the Strategy are dependent on the 
Councils and partners securing future design and delivery funding. 

4.11 In delivering the Strategy it is also important to provide behavioural change 
elements alongside the infrastructure to promote, inform and encourage 
uptake of active travel. The Councils will work with partners to both seek 
funding for and deliver marketing campaigns to expand the promotion of 
active travel to visitors and residents. 

4.12 The Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure Strategy is included in 
Appendix 1.   

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 That Members consider the Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure 
Strategy. 

5.2 That Members consider the Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure 
Strategy and advise recommended changes. 

5.3 That Members do not consider the Heart of the Lakes Active Travel 
Infrastructure Strategy. 



 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no direct resource implications arising from the recommendations 
in this report. 

6.2 Should the Council be successful in obtaining funding for the infrastructure 
outlined, there may be future maintenance commitments that would need to 
be met from the both the new Cumberland and the Westmorland & Furness 
Councils.  (SEA 09/01/2022) 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 As per part 2D 5.1.1 (d) (ii) of the terms of reference for Local Committees, 
Members are able to note the content of this report and provide 
representations/feedback on infrastructure development. (SD 11/01/23) 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 The Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure Strategy sets the policy 
framework for walking, wheeling and cycling and where appropriate, horse 
riding, through one of the County’s strategic connectivity corridors. 

8.2 Within the Heart of the Lakes Corridor, a number of infrastructure 
improvements have been identified, to improve connectivity and to transform 
parts of the existing National Cycle Network, benefiting visitors and 
residents. All proposals are subject to securing future design and delivery 
funding. 

8.3 Three projects are being put forward for early delivery as part of the See 
More Lake District Cycling business case that will be submitted to 
Government with the aim of drawing down Borderlands Inclusive Growth 
Deal funding. 

8.4 The delivery of further infrastructure improvements outlined within the 
Strategy would be dependent on the Councils and partners securing future 
design and delivery funding. 

8.5 The Strategy will be a live document that will be amended and updated to 
reflect changing priorities and developments throughout its 15-year period, 
which is aligned to the Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan (2022-2037). 

 
Angela Jones 
Executive Director Economy and Infrastructure 
 

11 January 2023 
 
  



 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1: Heart of the Lakes Active Travel Infrastructure Strategy 
 
Electoral Division(s): All in Allerdale 
 

 

Executive Decision  No 

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 

 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
 
The Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan was previously approved by Council. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers.  
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Paul Marriott, Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer – Cycling and Walking 
Email:  paul.marriott@cumbria.gov.uk 
 

mailto:paul.marriott@cumbria.gov.uk

